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Remedial Action Plan Development Process

 Secured GLRI RAP planning grant

 Private consultant contract to 

coordinate

 Navigated by Agencies – 2.5 year process

 Area of  Concern Coordinators – Capacity Funded

 MPCA, WDNR, MDNR, Fond du Lac Band

 Stakeholders Engaged in Development
 Tribes, Federal, State and Local Government, Non-

Governmental Organizations, Academia, Citizens

 60+ actions identified
 Tied to BUI’s  - Budget and Timelines Developed
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• Rolled out July 15, 2013
• Goal of  delisting the 

AOC by 2025
• 60 actions identified to 

remove all 9 BUIs
• Planning level project 

costs





2013 2020 2025

BUI Removal Goals

Restrictions on Dredging (2023) 

Fish Tumors & 
Deformities (2016)

Beaches/Body Contact (2020)

Degradation of Benthos (2022)

Aesthetics (2014)

Loss of Fish & Wildlife Habitat (2025) 

Fish Consumption Advisories (2025)

Fish & Wildlife Populations (2018)

Excessive Loading Nutrients 
& Sediment (2017)

Major contaminated 

sediment cleanup and aquatic 

habitat  restoration actions to 

be completed by 2020.

AOC post construction 

aquatic habitat monitoring 

to run~2020-2023



St. Louis River Area of  Concern Remedial 

Action Plan
Contaminated Sediment Cleanup - Aquatic Habitat Restoration 

Sites



Remedial Action Plan ImplementationProcess

 Monthly Leadership Updates

 Quarterly Management Updates

 Annual Federal Partners Sessions (MN & WI)

 Annual RAP Updates
 Area of  Concern Coordinators – Capacity Funded

 MPCA, WDNR, MDNR, Fond du Lac Band



 Annual RAP Updates
 Submitted simultaneously by MPCA 

and WIDNR

 Developed by Area of  Concern 

Coordinators and staff  from 

MPCA, WDNR, MDNR and the 

Fond du Lac Band

 Public comment period for each 

update



“There never has been a more perfect time for restoring a place 

dear to Northlanders — the St. Louis River — from more than 130 

years of accumulated environmental injury. For the first time, 

functional partnerships, dedicated funding and the will to achieve 

ambitious and realistic cleanup and restoration goals are perfectly 

aligned to help comprehensively restore the health of not only the 

headwaters of Lake Superior but the entire Great Lakes region.”

MPCA Commissioner John Linc Stine

MNDNR Commissioner Tom Landwehr



We are not just gonna sit here and watch the river flow -

– we are going to get it delisted!


